Florence Sauvé-Lafrance: On a roll!
She’s the student with this year’s highest cumulative grade point average in the entire civil law program at the University of Ottawa. She was on the winning team for the Canadian round of the Jessup international moot court competition two years ago. She landed an articling position at a prestigious firm. And now guess what she’s just won… 
Need a hint? She’s considered an expert in end notes. Florence Sauvé-Lafrance has just taken top honours in the North American Consortium on Legal Education (NACLE) student paper competition. 
Her research deals with NAFTA arbitration decisions. Does inconsistent decision-making invalidate the dispute-resolution process? The short answer is no. To arrive at this conclusion, Sauvé-Lafrance analyzed the decisions of two different arbitration tribunals on the same measure by the Mexican government. The arbitrators delivered the same ruling, but for different reasons. Sauvé-Lafrance also shed light on the fact that arbitrators do not agree on the nature of investor rights. 

"Though it’s often thought that any existing inconsistency is simply a consequence of state decisions, the states involved could not have expected to be signing such a large number of investment treaties. Arbitrators are citing precedents more and more, but there’s still a long way to go,” explains Sauvé-Lafrance. 

Professor Lévesque focuses particularly on the problems of consistency in foreign-investment law. "Florence’s work was excellent. She really deserves full credit for her work. After the seminar course, she worked with me as a research assistant." 

