My full name is Ricardo José Ortiz Platas; I was born in Mexico City on the 28th of August, 1988.
I have had great academic opportunities in my life: I studied at the Faculty of Law in Cambridge University in 2009; last year, I studied a public policy program at Brown University; and I have won several essay and debate competitions.
My goal in life is to continue studying and to teach; I hope to earn my law degree next year.  Additionally, I recently also started studying Economics, a second degree I hope to finish in about two years or so.
But, my goals do not end there.  I would then like to be accepted at the London School of Economics, to do a PhD program, and probably stay there doing some research. After that, my interest is to work in the public sector, in a regulation agency, and eventually I would like to own a restaurant.
I recall my best class in Law School was “Law and Economics”, and ever since, I´ve realized that the true and modern conception of Law should be made through the scientific analysis of Economics.
Economic competition in Mexico is a rather new subject, and the institution that carries the burden of regulating this subject has never worked properly; it is not seen by the general public as an institution that protects the final consumer, more than it is seen as another annoying government office.
Since NAFTA, no government has fully understood the benefits of promoting, thru strong institutions, healthy commercial practices. Mexico is the paradigm for those who study market system failures, especially monopolies. And this issue has never been in the public agenda; people complain about prices and poor quality of products and services, but the institutions that should be regulating firmly and promoting competition have immense design flaws.
Competition has many benefits: it helps eradicate corruption (because it becomes an unnecessary cost), it promotes better corporative practices, it incentives innovation of products and services, it generates employment. Competition is the reason there is a market in the first place, it’s the reason why we can go out and buy a cup of high quality, decent coffee at any local coffee shop.
I hope my paper explains my feelings towards and understanding of a system that works properly, with well designed institutions, that promotes better commercial practices in benefit of the final consumers.
